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STAKEHOLDER UPDATE REPORT 

NOVEMBER 10 , 2009 PTA MEETING 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 10 PTA Mtg. GAC 7:00 p.m. 

November 10 All Cheerleading turned in by today 

November 10 Book Fair in GAC 

November 10 Girls’ Basketball @ Steffen Middle 

November 10 Empty Bowls Cafeteria 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

November 10 PALS Mtg. 6
th

 hour block 

November 11 Girls’ Basketball Vs. Steffen Middle 

November 11 Book Fair GAC 

November 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30 – 8:00 

November 12 Book Fair GAC also during conference time 

November 12 Spanish Field Experience 10:45 – 3:00 

November 13 Book Fair GAC 1
st
 thru 6

th
 hour 

November 16 7
th

 Grade Jazz Band 3:10 – 3:45 

November 16 Boys’ B-Ball practice starts 3:15 – 5:15 

November 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30 – 7:30 

November 18 Making Connections 

November 20 War Dog Presentation Grade 8 3
rd

 - 8
th

  GAC 

November 23 7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade Jazz Band 3:10 – 3:45 

November 24 PAL’S Mtg. 6
th

 hour block 

November 24 BOC Mtg. 7:00 a.m. Gold Conference Room 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (CONTINUED) 

November 25 Early Release Day 11:18 

November 25 GHS Music Hrs. 1,2 and 3 

November 26 No School 

November 27 No School 

November 30 7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade Jazz Band 3:10 – 3:45 

December  01 Todd Lamb’s  Birthday 

December  01 Wrestling Practice Caf. 3:15 – 5:15 all week 

December  01 Boys’ Basketball Practice  all week 

December  01 Grade 8 to Christmas Carol 9:20 – 2:30 

December  01 Cheerleading Practice 3:15 – 4:30 

December  02 Faculty Meeting 3:15 GAC 

December  02 Band Concerts 6
th

 & 7
th

 6:15 – 8
th

 7:45 

December  02 Making Connections 

December  03 Wrestling @ Templeton 

December  03 Cheerleading Practice 3:15 – 4:30 GAC 

December  07 Wrestling Practice Caf.  3:15 – 5:15 all week 

December  07 Boys’ Basketball Vs. Templeton Gold gym 

December  07 BLT GAC 3:15 

December  08 Wrestling Vs. Grafton Blue Gym 

December  08 Boys’ BB Practice 3:15 – 5:15 all week 

December  08 PTA Mtg. GAC 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 “Hats Off” to Writing Descriptive Essays:  
Students in the Glaser House completed a wonderful Language Arts unit involving the writing of descriptive essays. Each child 

picked a favorite hat from home and decorated it with objects that represented his/her interests, hobbies, and passions. The descriptive 

essays included an opening that grabbed the audience's attention, three paragraphs filled with sensory description, and a closing that 

wrapped up the descriptive ideas. The students wore their hats during their oral presentation and then hung their hats in the room for 

display. We learned so many delightful things about each other while we worked on our descriptive writing skills. 

 

 Assessing Students as Authors, Using 6+1 Trait Writing:  
As a kick-off to the 6 + 1 Traits unit, the 8th grade Language Arts classes spent their LA classes working in the GAC.  This group 

activity allowed the students to research one of the 6 Traits of Writing (Voice, Ideas, Organization, Word Choice, Sentence 

Fluency, and Conventions).  Utilizing the information obtained during their research, the students worked together to create a giant 

"Movie" style poster that depicted the important elements of their particular trait.  Once created, the students designed a presentation 

based on the information in the poster that would teach the other students about the trait.  The presentations could include a variety of 

stylistic measures, including song, role playing, direct instruction, etc.  During each presentation, the other students take notes in a 6 + 

1 Traits notebook.  The activity as a whole provides the opportunity for students to research, work independently and cooperatively, 

demonstrate, teach, and learn.   

 

 We Got Spirit, Yes We Do, We Got Spirit…How About You?: *See Picture #1 
The students in Monday House participated in a Monday House T-shirt design contest.  We had over 37 entries from various students 

promoting the community created within the Monday house.  The teachers selected the three finalists' T-shirts.  All of the students then 

voted on their favorite design.  Everyone included their signatures on the back of the T-shirt.  Check out the photograph of students 

showing house unity and pride by wearing their new shirts!!  

 

 

 Making the “Flu” Season for an Owl help students learn…What?:  *Pictures #2 & 3 
Identifying the characteristics of birds is one objective of our Introduction to Animals Unit. One of the activities we participated in to 

help meet this objective was to study owls and other raptors. During the study of owls we examined owl pellets. Owl Pellets are masses 

of bone, teeth, hair, feathers and exoskeletons of various animals preyed upon by raptors, or birds of prey. Pellets are produced and 

regurgitated (Yuk!) not only by owls, but by hawks, eagles and other raptors that swallow their prey whole or in small pieces. 

Students dissected sterilized owl pellets to find skeletal remains of the animals which were eaten by the owl. Students discovered the 

animals which make up an owl's diet and analyzed the diets of owls and other raptors. 

 
 



 Show Me, Teach Me…Don’t Just “Tell Me”:  * Pictures #4, #5 & #6 

In our continuing work on our Character counts curriculum, students in the Schaub House viewed the video, "Akeelah and the 

Bee". Students were asked to look for examples of the 6 "pillars" that are essential to the success of all groups of people 

throughout history. We began this study during our first unit in social studies; culture. Mrs. Wittemann, the guidance counselor, 

co-taught a lesson that revolved around character building. We also linked this concept to a lesson on bullying. Students will 

continue to revisit these concepts as we work our way through history. We will continue to link the character "pillars" to the 

success and failure of different groups of people.  A similar type activity occurs in 8
th

 Grade, where students in the Reading 

classes got a chance to experience personally some of the events in the book Schooled by Gordon Korman. In this book on 

bullying and learning how to understand students that are a little bit different, students learned to tie -dye    T shirts, among other 

things. In class, we also tie-dyed shirts, and then had a "dress like Capricorn Anderson (the main character in the book) day". 

   

 Quarter #2 – FISH Philosophy – “Make Their Day”:  
The second quarter offcially began on Monday, Nov. 9

th
.  This was the kick off to the school’s second quarter FISH “Theme”.  FISH! 

provides the process, tools and language to generate the skills necessary to design our school’s culture to be one of inspiration, 

creativity and innovation. FISH! creates a common language that will help improve our culture by using four simple practices – Play, 

Make Their Day, Be There, and Choose Your Attitude. FISH! is an ongoing journey that allows our school community to care about 

each other and their commitments.  As a school, we already have many fine examples of the types of things being done to “Make Their 

Day.” 
ü Our Empty Bowls event is an initiative in which students in Multi-Media A & B classes have crafted handmade ceramic bowls and 8th 

grade students in Foods classes cook homemade soups to fill the bowls.  Mr. Demers, theFamily and Consumer Education Teacher, is 

sponsoring a “cook off (vaguely similar to "Iron Chef" on Food Network) – and the soups will be “judged” by available KMS Staff, and any 

Parent Ambassadors that are available to help.  The students in past groups seemed to love showing off their creations.  Students involved in 

the F/CE and Art Classes participate in this initiative in recognition to “World Hunger Day”.  The bowls can subsequently be purchased for 

a minimum of a $10 donation and the bowls can then serve as a reminder of hunger in the world.  Proceeds benefit local hunger relief 

efforts, such as the Hunger Task Force and various Food Pantries.  

ü KMS Teachers showed their support for the students and staff’s hard work on Empty Bows by simultaneously holding a food drive.  

Teachers collected of over 600 non-perishable food items for the food pantry which will proudly be displayed at the Empty Bowls event to 

show how combined efforts can “Make the Day’ of many in need.   

ü As part of the Book Fair, students can make donations and purchase books for needy families in South Eastern Wisconsin; through "One for 

Books", for each dollar raised, Scholastic Book Fairs  will also donate a book to a worthy cause!  A great way to promote this quarter’s 

theme of, “Make Their Day.”  

ü 8th Grade will be hosting guest speakers on Nov. 20 for Veterans' Day, to coincide with Reading classes about the Vietnam Conflict, and the 

use of canines in the military. (Several stories and articles were read in class) The speakers are Vietnam vets, one was a dog handler. To 

reflect the idea of "service" and to coincide with Thanksgiving, we are promoting the importance of “giving” back and will have the students 

reflect on "giving back" also. All involved in the guest speaker presentations will have the ability to collect money to donate to a group that 

trains service dogs for returning Iraq War veterans who are injured. Each dog costs $20,000 to train and prepare. We would also like to 

collect items for the Washington Co. Humane Society.  Our goal is to collect  $2.00 per student or an item off the Humane Society’s wish 

list,  

 Wait…you mean this isn’t “Trick-or-Treat”?:  
The students in 7th grade Spanish spent last week learning about the Day of the Dead holiday in Mexico that takes place on November 

1st and 2nd. They researched information about the holiday and then wrote a 6+1 Trait writing journal pretending that they had really 

experienced the holiday. They wrote about what they "saw, smelled, heard, tasted and touched" while celebrating the holiday in 

Mexico. The students created some really great creative and descriptive writing that showed hard work. We then finished the learning 

experience by trying some of the traditional foods that the holiday is known for. One is sugar skulls, or Calaveras, and the other is a 

sweet orange-glazed bread called "Pan de Muerto".  The students now realize that the celebration is not Halloween, but a celebration of 

life. 
 

 Halloween…More than “Trick-or-Treat”?: * Pictures #7 & #8 

6
th

 Graders celebrated Halloween, with more than costumes and candy, instead they did Halloween related science experiments.  The 

four experiments included: elephant toothpaste, screaming balloon, evil laughing cup and exploding pumpkins.  Elephant toothpaste 

was a lab that illustrated the behavior of a gas.  By combining yeast, water and dish soap, oodles of foam came pouring out of the 

container.  The screaming balloon lab and evil laughing cup lab both focused on the properties of sound.  A hex nut placed in an 

inflated balloon was swirled around until the nut spun inside the balloon - this created the screaming balloon sound.  A cup with a hole 

poked through it, and a knotted string attached to the hole created the evil laugh sound.  Once the string was dampened and a student 

ran their finger over it, the eerie sound filled the room.  Finally, the presentation ended with a bang - The Exploding Pumpkins.  The 

science teachers mixed laboratory chemicals (not available to average consumers) to produce a flammable gas.  This gas was then 

placed into a pre-carved pumpkin that had the carved pieces set back in place.  The gas inside the pumpkin was then ignited.  The 

explosion caused the pumpkin pieces to be blown out of the pumpkin - creating a jack'o lantern face.  This experiment was used to 

introduce chemical symbols, chemical formulas and chemical changes. 
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