Contact: Joel R. Farren
Tele: 262-253-3400
Email: jfarren@gsdwi.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GERMANTOWN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SELECTED AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE
UNITED STATES PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Mr. Joel R. Farren, Germantown High School Principal, received correspondence from the
United States Department of Education-The Commission on Presidential Scholars, informing
him that Derek Fairburn, a senior at Germantown High School, has been selected as a candidate
for the United States Presidential Scholars Program. Candidacy is based on outstanding
performance on the ACT Assessment or the College Board SAT; nomination by the Chief State
School Officer (CSSO) or one of their partner recognition organizations; nomination by the
CSSO as a candidate in Career and Technical Education; or by the National YoungArts
Foundation (YA), as a candidate in the Arts. Detailed information on this prestigious program
can be found on their website at http://www.ed.gov/psp.
This program was established in 1964 by Executive Order of the President to recognize some of
our nation’s most distinguished graduating seniors of their accomplishments in many areas:
academic, success, leadership, and service to school and community. In 1979 it was expanded to
recognize students who demonstrate exceptional scholarship and talent in the visual, creative,
and performing arts. In 2015, the program was expanded once again to recognize students who
demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career and technical fields. Annually, up to 161 U.S.
Presidential Scholars are chosen from among each year’s senior class, representing excellence in
education and the promise of greatness in America’s youth. All Scholars are invited to
Washington, DC in June for their National Recognition Program, featuring various events and
enrichment activities and culminating in the presentation of the Presidential Scholars Medallion
during the White House-sponsored ceremony.
We wish Derek the best of luck as he continues on with the application and selection process and
look forward to learning the outcome of his efforts.

